
 

 
 

Giselle Auditions 
 

Dear dancers and parents, 
 
We are excited to announce that we will be producing our annual Spring Gala March 26thst-28th, 2021.  All Performances 
will be held at Chattanooga Dance Theatre’s Space. This production will include a repertory of pieces performed by 
Chattanooga Dance Theatre’s Company as well as Chattanooga Dance Theatre’s premiere of Giselle.  
 
We will be holding auditions for Giselle, on Saturday, January 23rd for dancers in levels IV and higher. Giselle is one of the 
most famous ballets that set the standard for ballets in the mid-1800s. The romantic tragedy of Giselle is the story of a 
peasant girl who falls in love with a disguised prince. When she discovers he is engaged to another, she dies of a broken heart. 
The 2nd act of the ballet is Giselle becoming a Willi. A Willi is a vengeful female spirit who has died before her wedding day. 
When the prince visits Giselle’s grave on the first night, she saves him from the other Willis. (Yes, the phrase “got the Willis” 
originated from this ballet.) We look forward to teaching our students all the details of the story and how the music and 
choreography tell the story to such detail. We know many of our dancers will want to be part of the story ballet. Dancers must 
have reached Level IV or higher in ballet to audition. Any dancer who would like to participate in Giselle will need to attend 
one of the following auditions: 
 
Dancers Levels VII-Advanced  10:30-12 (during the level VIII-Advanced class)   
Dancers Levels IV-VI  12:15-1:15 
 
If a dancer is not able to make the audition time, please see the office and we can arrange for a separate audition for your 
dancer. There is a $19 fee for a separate audition in addition to regular performance fees.  
 
Important dates: 
Saturday, March 13th in the afternoon/evening  Full Run of Giselle Cast A 
Sunday, March 21st in the afternoon/evening  Full Run of Spring Gala (Rep and Giselle Cast B) 
Wednesday, March 24th in the evening   Spring Gala Dress Rehearsal Cast A 
Thursday, March 25th in the evening   Spring Gala Dress Rehearsal Cast B 
Friday, Friday March 26th    Perform at 7:30pm (Call at 5:45) Cast A 
Saturday, March 27th      Perform at 2:30 (Call at 12:45) Cast A and 7:30 (Call at 5:45) Cast B 
Sunday, March 28th     Perform at 2:30 (Call at 12:45) Cast B 
 
At the audition, each dancer (or dancer’s parent) will turn in a form describing times the dancer is available. We will cast and 
schedule rehearsals to fit as many dancers’ schedules as possible. Once cast, it is imperative that dancers attend every 
rehearsal every week. Dancers can expect to have about 1 hour of rehearsal weekly for 9 weeks in addition to the rehearsal 
dates listed above. If a dancer is to miss rehearsal, please let your choreographer know as soon as possible. Dancers who miss 
three or more rehearsals will not be able to dance in the performances. Dancers who do not participate in the dress rehearsals 
on Wednesday, March 24th and Thursday, March 25th will not be able to dance in the performances.  All dancers must be 
taking at least one dance class per week at CDT to perform. Dancers who have attendance rates lower than 75% for one 



month or more will not be able to dance in the performance. All rehearsals and performances will be held at Chattanooga 
Dance Theatre Space.  
 

Performance Fees 
All students performing in the Spring Gala are required to pay a $160 performance fee. Performance fees include a video 
of the show, and professional photos taken during the show and dress rehearsals. (video link and photos will be emailed 
no more than 30 days after the performance.) This fee also helps offset the cost of choreographers, programs, 
costumes, props, sets, and technical assistance during the show. $70 is due at the time of audition, and the remaining 
$90 is due February 23rd.  $90 of the performance fee is waived if a parent or member of the family can assist backstage 
during the dress rehearsals and performances. Parents may sign up to volunteer backstage with the office. Because 
much effort is made in auditioning, casting, figuring rehearsals, costuming, and choreographing, performance fees are 
non-refundable and non-transferrable.  
 
Tickets 
All rehearsals and performances will be at Chattanooga Dance Theatre. Tickets for the event are assigned seats and will go on 
sale February 26th. All tickets are $15 plus $1 fee. Seating will be half capacity due to Covid-19 precautions. A live stream link 
will also be available for the same price.  
 
Covid-19 Precautions 
All dancers will wear masks during rehearsals and performances. We will sell the front, middle and back rows of the CDT 
theater. Two seats will be left vacant between groups on the same row to ensure 6 feet between all parties. All audience 
members in the CDT theater are required to wear masks. Audience members who prefer not to wear a mask can purchase 
live-stream seats.   
 
Dancers are cast based on talent, dedication, and needs of the performance. Casting will be posted the week after the 
auditions, and a schedule of rehearsals will be handed to each dancer. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to speak with 
your dance teacher or the office. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Christine and the CDT faculty and staff 
423-760-8808 


